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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SCCT-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 SAM-01 (ISO)W 

027297 

R 072143Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7740 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID 

CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 3799 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, CA, SP 

SUBJECT: CANADIAN REACTION TO SPANISH EXECUTIONS 
REF: OTTAWA 3776 

1. ERNEST HEBERT, SPANISH DESK OFFICER, EXTAFF, CONFIRMED OUR 
IMPRESSION (REFTEL) THAT GOC REACTING IN LOW-KEY MANNER TO SITUATION 
IN SPAIN. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN BLOUIN WAS IN OTTAWA ON CON- 
SULTATIONS AT TIME OF EXECUTIONS AND RECALL THEREFORE NOT AN ISSUE. 
TO SINGLE PRESS INQUIRY ABOUT POSSIBILITY HOLDING BLOUIN IN OTTAWA, 
EXTAFF, ACCORDING TO HEBERT, RESPONDED THAT HE WOULD STAY UNTIL HE 
HAD A CHANCE TO MEET WITH MACEACHEN THIS MORNING AND WILL BE 
RETURNING TO SPAIN ON SATURDAY, TIME OF NEXT DIRECT CP FLIGHT FROM 
MONTREAL. 

2. COMMENT: IN ADDITION TO GIVING EMBOFF ABOVE DESCRIPTION OF LOW- 
KEY GOC REACTION, HERBERT VOICED SEVERAL OPINIONS WHICH PRESUMABLY 
QUASI-PERSONAL BUT WHICH ALSO MUST REFLECT AT LEAST A GRAIN OF 
THINKING AT EXTAFF. HE DESCRIBED THE REACTION OF SOME EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES AS OPERATING ON A DOUBLE STANDARD AND ADDED THAT QUOTE 
WE ARE SENSITIVE TO THE PROBLEMS OF TERRORISM END QUOTE, 

AN OBVIOUS REFERENCE TO THE FLQ CRISIS IN OCTOBER, 1970. FINALLY, 

HE INDICATE THAT CANADIANS DO NOT ENDORSE THE METHOD OF JUSTICE 
INDICATED IN THIS CASE AND SOME OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE SPANISH 
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GOVERNMENT BUT THIS IS NOT REANSLATABLE INTO THE RECENT REACTION 
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IN SOME PARTS OF EUROPE. 
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